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Felicitas eſt Fortuna adjutrix Conſiliorum bonorum, 
quibus qui non utitur fælix nullo pacto eſſe poteſt. 
Ergo in perditis impiiſque Conſiliis quibus Cæſar uſus 
erat, nulla potuit eſſe Felicitas; feliciorque meo 

Judicio Camillus exulans, quam temporibus iiſdem 
Manlius, etiamſi, id quod cupierat, regnare potuiſſet. 

| Cicero, ad Nepotem. 
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CHAPTER uz THIRD. 
8 Of PusLle SPIRIT, 


YAUSANTAS, who, in his Account of 
thoſe Times, is undoubtedly more impar- 
tial, and better informed than Drodorus or 

any other Hiſtorian, diviges the Parties at Athens, 

for ſome Time before theſe Revolutions, into 
the natural and factitious Intereſts. Nict As, the 

Leader of the former, is deſcribed, by all Hands, 

as a Man of uncommon Character; by Nature 

he was inclined more to the Enjoyment of private, 
than the Buſineſs of public, Life; he loved 

Agriculture and rural Improvement, and was 

never ſo happy as in the Attic Elegance of Re- 

tirement; but a Number of rare Qualities, which 
broke out in his early Life, denied him more 
than occaſional Taſtes of his favourite ha 
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by calling on his Country, for its own Sake, to 
force him from the Shade, and place him in a 
Capacity of being as uſeful as he was good. Hig 
Demeanor here was allowed to exceed the moſt 
ſanguine Wiſhes; never was any Man ſo much 
the ſame in every Light; the Simplicity of Man- 
ners, which dignified him at his Farm, followed 
him into Station, and captivated all who came 
near him; the Honeſty of Heart, which made 
him the Delight of his Neighbours, gained him 
the Love and Confidence of the People. In a 
Variety of Stations and Circumſtances his Mind 
was ever, like his Eye, calm, clear, and reſolved. 
He ſaw through Things and Perſons with great 
Sagacity, quite free from the Turbulence of 
Paiſion; and, let the Storm roar, or the Sun- 
ſhine ſmile, he always kept ſteady to the Point in 
View. Pauſanias ſums up the Character of this 
uncommon Stateſman in three Words; He 
« was honeſt, prudent, and brave.” 


His early Zeal for the Macepontan Govern- 
ment had procured him the entire Confidence of 
that Court, and his Popularity at home enabled 
him to ſerve it. Every new Governor depended 
on him for the public Buſineſs, and the People 
tor the Prefervaticn of their Privileges. So hap- 
pily, indeed, did he conduct, that all were 
plealed; Aru xs ſtood fecure and unmoleſted 
in her Liberty, and her Arts improved and flou- 
riſhed, without the leaft Infringement on that 
Reſpect, which, as a dependant Kingdom, ſhe 
owed to her Superior, 


It may be eaſily imagined, that every honeſt 
and independant Perſon reſorted to an Aſſociation 
conducted on ſuch Principles, by ſuch a Man; 
and the Union was neceſlarily ſtrong, wind 

Is aroſe 


EP 


aroſe from every Motive of private and public 
Welfare. On the other Hand, the Powers of 
Demapes were entirely artificial; his Character 
(which I have already deſcribed, as confirmed by 
all the Hiſtorians of thoſe Times) baniſhed all 
Eſteem and Confidence, and his Influence was, 
conſequently, ever looſe and fluctuating ; the Ce- 
ment which held his Followers was, from its 
Nature, liable to change from external Accidents, 
_ whilft the Virtue of Nicras and his Cauſe was, 
hke the Power of the Magnet, intrinſic, ſtrong, 
and invariable. He gained daily Additions of the 
People's Affection; his private Character inſured 
his public one, and his common Demeanor ſpoke 
= the Worth of both : And yet, great as his 
tation was, Fate had ſtill in Reſerve an Oc- 
ion for giving it a finiſhing Degree of Luſtre. 


While Things were in this Situation, a third 
Perſon made his Appearance at Athens, born, 


like a Meteor, to blaze and terrify for a while, 


and then expire in a Smoke. This was PHocyoN, 
ſirnamed PzperasTEs, a Creature of the Fa- 
mily of Nic axox, who had firſt brought him 
into Notice, under the Diſadvantages of low 
Birth, deſperate Fortune, and Want of all 
Abilities, except Cunning and Addreſs. By 
their Means, and the Aid of his Brother Au- 
LETES, Wha was in Favour with the Macedonian 
Miniſter, he roſe rapidly to the higheſt Offices 
of the Athenian State: But neither theſe, nor the 
immenſe Revenues which came with them, were 
Food ſufficient for his Ambition, which graſped 
at all, and formed the wild Project of ruling, at 
Diſcretion, the Affairs of that Kingdom. His 
Manners were effeminate and luxurious, and, 


being of the looſe Sect of Epicureans, he poſſeſſed | 


the are Method to delight the Prodigals and 
3 Debauchees 
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Debauchees of the Time, and, by enervating 


their Minds, to introduce, with more Eaſe, the 
Tenets of Slavery. This Plan he afſiduouſly 
purſued among all young Men of Influence, 
eſpecially among ſuch as were Members of the 
Prytaneum. 


Nic Axok was now advanced to the Govern- 
ment of ATTica, on the Plan concerted by 
Cass AN DER, of fixing his Creatures in all 
Power, procuring a Majority among the Pry- 
tanes, and making the growing Opulence of this 
thriving State for ever ſubſervient to him and 
his Aſſociates. Something ſimilar to this Scheme 
broke out, at the ſame Inſtant, in all the more 
diſtant Provinces, and ſhewed an Uniformity of 
Deſign that gave unſpeakable Alarm. The Plan 


was thought to proceed from AvuLETEs, en- 


couraged, as far as Attica was concerned, by 
the ſanguine Encouragements of Procyon, the 
enterprizing Zeal of young Nic Ax DER, and the 
Aſſurances of Aſſiſtance made by DEMA DES and 
his Friends. | 


The Athenian Genius ſeems, at this Period, to 
have been groſly miſ-underſtood by theſe Pro- 
jectors againſt its Peace. The Country had 
never felt an Attack of this Kind, as its Poverty 
had made it not much worthy of miniſterial 
Notice, and the Probity and Power of NiciAs 
had ever cruſhed the Seeds of ſuch Deſigns in 
their - firſt Exiſtence : But the public Coffers, 
which were now full, became a tempting Bait, 
and it was hoped that the Spirit of an untried 
People would be too impotent to contend with 
the Sanction of Authority. Either to Corruption 
or Terror, it was imagined, all muſt fall, and 
that a Conſciouſneſs of public Dependency would 

a naturally 
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naturally beget a Proneneſs to Servitude in each 
Individual. They were armed, indeed, with 
all the Powers of affecting human Frailty, and, 
of Conſequence, drew with them a Crowd of 
Followers; but, with the Bulk of the People, 
theſe were ineffectual; a Flame of Freedom, 
truly Macedonian, broke out at once, and ſpread 
to the remoteſt Corners of Ar TINA: Each Man 
exhorted his Neighbour to ſtand up againſt In- 
croachments, and preſerve his Poſterity from the 
Fury of domeſtic Tyrants. 


Nictas, ever wiſe and cool, bore, with all 
Calmneſs, the repeated Marks of Diſlike which 
NicaNnor, from his firſt Entrance into Power, 
had teſtified toward him and the other Leaders 
of the Athenian Intereſt. The public Buſineſs 
was carried on by them with the uſual Prompt- 
neſs; nay, a Moderation of Conduct was ob- 
ſerved which became blameable, and hazarded 
their Popularity. Lyfimachus, though a Friend 
of PHocyon's, and convicted of embezzling the 
public Money given him to repair the Mole, was 
no farther cenſured than by an Order of Reſti- 
tution; a Coolneſs of Temper ran through all 
their Proceedings, which, though it did Honour 
to their Principles, gave Spirit and Hopes to 
their Adverſaries. 


The Schemes of the Cabal were not yet ripe 
for Execution; the Meeting of the People was 
diſmiſſed without any remarkable Incident beſide 
a full Diſplay of their Intentions. Nic anok had, 
in his firſt Speech, told them, that tbe public 
Coffers were no longer theirs, and could be had 
Recourſe to when they had Occafion to uſe them, 
merely by the ſpecial Grace of PatLie, whoſe Pro- 
 perly they now were. of Ia like this needed 

4 no 
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no Comment; it was perfectly conſonant to the 
Men who were to ſupport it, and left the People 
no Doubt that their deareſt Rights were dange- 
rouſly aimed at. None, indeed, but true Bæo- 
tians could miſtake ſuch Meaſures; the Athenians 
did not, nor were afraid to oppoſe them. Nic a- 
No returned to Macon to forward the Scheme 
by the Arts of Miſ-repreſentation, while his 
Aſſociates uſed every Iniquity to encreaſe their 
Powers againſt the next Convention. Public 
Spirit on the one Side, and abuſed Authority on 
the other, put forth their utmoſt Efforts, and all 
Athens trembled for the Event of the approach- 
ing Criſis. 


In the mean Time, THrzopomPus, whoſe 
Honeſty and Spirit naturally inliſted him in his 
Country's Cauſe, ſaw, with Pain, its growing 


Calamities, and reſolved to try, by one bold 


Effort, to check their Progreſs. Fearleſs of all 
Danger, he took a Journey to Macedon, and, 
with his own Hand, preſented to Philip, amidſt 
a Crowd of incenſed Courtiers, a full and fair 
Account of the Meaſures purſued by Nic anos. 
This noble Step had all the Effe& that the 
Nature of it would admit; it rouzed that good 
Prince's Attention, and gave Weight to the 
ſubſequent Complaints of the People, while it 
raiſed, to the illuſtrious Archon, a Degree of 
Honour and Affection which could never fall 
but with the Athenian State. 


The Rage of Nicanor and his Friends at 
this Incident is not to be deſcribed. He re- 
turned to his Government full of Fury, pre- 
ceded by a thundering Mandate, penned by the 
intoxicated Nic AN DER, to terrify the Prylaneum 
and People. Every Engine was now let looſe 
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to fix the grand Deſign; every Man's Paſſions 
and Foibles were attempted ; the Treaſury was 
made a Fund for Corruption; for, however well 
Is aRCHUs and PALLAS might have wiſhed to the 
Country Intereſt, their Stations made them ſub- 
ſervient to Authority, and the public Money fell 
unavoidably, in a great Meaſure, under the Re- 

lation of thoſe in Power. This is not the only 
Paſſage that Diadorus has miſ-repreſented ; for 
theſe Managers of the Treafury were fo far from 
being free Agents, that they were obliged, by 
N1icanDER's Means, to drain the Publie of the 
current Coin, that his Friends might grow po- 
pular, by pretending to interpoſe in Behalf of 
the Sufferers. The good Intentions of PALLAS 
were, indeed, ſo far underſtood by Procyon, 
that he afterward attempted to ruin him at the 
Macedonian Court, under the Maſk of the 
ſtricteſt Friendſhip; another Cireumſtance which 
the ſame Hiſtorian has omitted to tell us. 


DeMapes and Procyon were now at the 
Summit of their Hopes; all Power, and its 
Variety of Advantages, was theirs; they judged 
of Athenian Virtue by their own, and were fo 
ſecure of Conqueſt, that they encouraged the Pro- 

tion of Tenets, which ATTica had never 
— of ſince the Race of Tyrants was extinct. 
Each was, probably, by this Time, contriving 
how to riſe upon the Ruins of the other, when, 
in fact, the common Enemy remained too ſtrong 
for them both. The People were convened, 
and ſoon ſaw the Plan of Proceeding, from 
Nicanok's Repetition of the new-invented Claim 
againſt their Treaſure. Lys1Macaus's Affair 
was then canvaſſed; it appeared that he had 
been ſupported, in Oppoſition to the former 
Pecree, by NicanoR, and that the Mole re- 
88 mained 
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mained unfiniſhed. The 3 of the Pry. 
taneum was therefore juſtly aſſerted, and he was 
baniſhed from that Aſſembly which he diſho- 
noured, in Spite of the utmoſt Efforts of Pho- 
CYON, and his Cabal, to uphold him in his In- 
folence and Fraud. This was a moſt unexpected 
Stroke, and, to add to their Mortification, was 
ſucceeded by a ſtill more grievous one. A 
Decree, prepared by the People for paying the 
blic Debt, was rejected by them on its Return 
om Macedon, not for having CasSANDER's 
Name ſubſcribed to it, (as Diodorus has ridicu- 
louſly aſſerted) but for being adulterated, by 
the Contrivance of AuLETEs, with a ſolemn 
Relinquiſhment of the People's Right in the 
Produce of the Taxes, for the preſent and for 
ever after. The Battle was hard fought; many 
of the Prytanes had yielded to Fear or Corruption; 
And yet, among the three hundred, there was 
found enough of Athenian Integrity to condemn 
the Decree by a Majority of ſix Beans. This 
remarkable Incident happened on the ſeventeenth 
of the Month nend, a Day ever regarded in 
ATTiCa as a great Anniverſary of Deliverance. 


It were vain to attempt a Deſcription of the 
Rage and Diſappointment which inſued among 
Nic axok's Aſſociates on this deciſive Blow. 
All their Scheme was daſhed, in one Inſtant, 
to the Ground, and nothing left but univerſal 
Hatred and Contempt. The only Gratification 
that remained, was, to give a Looſe to Revenge, 
and draw the Reſentment of the Macedonian 
Court on Nictas and his Friends. The Be- 
haviour of this great Man, at this Criſis, was 
admired by all; the compoſed Decorum of 
his Appearance, his ingenuous Modeſty, which 
ſnunned all Tribute of that popular Gratitude 

which 
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which yet he muſt have been pleaſed to de- 
ſerve, all contributed to perfect his Reputation. 
The Joy among the People exceeded all that 
was ever known before; but it was a little 
allayed by the hard Fortune of their Protec- 
tors; for an Emiſſary was diſpatched, a Boſom- 
Favourite of Phrocyon's, and quite fit for the 
Employment, to picture, at the Macedonian 
Court, this Stand for Liberty as an Effort of 
Diſaffection. The Diſtance of Athens from the 
Seat of Empire, prevented all Relief; and Au- 
LETES ſoon procured an Order for diſmiſſing 
NiciAs from his Offices of State, together with 
CALLISTHENES, (whom Diodorus calls AsT1us) 
a Man whoſe Talents and Reſolution made 
him very formidable. CraTERvs, the Brother 
of Nicias, was alſo ſtripped of his Rank in 
the military; IsocraTEs: of his Place among 
the Than or Tax-gatherers; PeLopiDas of 
his annual Stipend ; as well as DevosTHENES 
of his Precedence among the Orators, or, rather 
of the ſuperfluous Badges of his acknowleged 
Eminence. | 


Things thus conducted with fo high an 
Hand, produced no other Effect than what 
Perſecution ever muſt, in a free State. The 
Eyes of all were opened ; the moſt. doubtful 
were confirmed as to the Tendency of ſuch 
Meaſures, and the moſt phlegmatic were rouzed 
to oppoſe them. The Sentiments of Liberty 
were boldly propagated, its Patrons publickly 
honoured, and their Statyes crowned with civic 
Wreaths; whilſt Procyon never ſhewed his 
Face but under a Load of Imprecations, and 
Nic anDER trembled, but when hid amidſt his 
Father's Life - Guard. 


Among 
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Among the Friends of his Country at this 
Conjuncture, Euuxxuxs was one of the moſt 
diſtinguiſned: He was an Archon of the fir 
Rank, and had married Tyzopor a, the Daugh- 
ter of Nicias, reckoned the moſt beautiful 
Woman of her Time, and of a moſt amiable 
Diſpoſition. Humanity, Senſe, and Spirit were 
Eumenes's leading Qualities, though, from an 
inherent Modeſty, his Abilities never appeared 
m all their Advantage, until the Greatneſs of 
the Occaſion called them into Action. He was 
now got above Reſerve, and ſtood forth a ready 
and weighty Eſpouſer of Liberty. EgORAcus 
and Biox, two Judges, zealous in Behalf of 
Servitude, ſtood openly confuted by him in their 
Proftitution of the Laws. The firſt, indeed, 
was a Beotian, and the latter lay open to the 
Severity of Eumentrs's Satire, by his Rage 
againſt ſome public Reflections on Procyon, on 
Points wherein he was himſelf ſhrewdly ſuſ- 


The Convention was now diſmiſſed, for Fear 
of their juſt Indignation. Nicanor ſoon re- 
turned to Macedon from his fruitleſs and ſhame- 
ful Expedition. The Hopes of his Friends at 
Athens were, however, ftill kept alive while 
his Power continued, and all Means were pro- 
ſecuted to fix their Point by the Corruption of 
the Hereti, and the Iniquity of the aw B, 
who had Powers: of great Conſequence over the 
Magiſtraey of Ar rica. But all their Views 
were faddenly and providentially cut ſhort by 
the Removal of Nicanor, and the int- 
_ of a Succeſſor, in every Inſtance, his Re- 
verſe. 


Te 
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To turn back our Eyes, at this breathing 
Place, on the Variety of great Events which 
diſtracted the Athenian State for the Space of 
four Years, muſt fill us with a Viciſſitude of 
ſtrong Emotions: But a more pleaſing View 
now demands our Attention. DeMETRIus ſoon 
gratified the People's Impatience with his Pre- 
ſence, and viſiting the remoteſt Parts of Ar- 
ric A, won the Affection of all with his Sweet- 
neſs and Condeſcention. The Chearfulneſs of 
his Countenance beſpoke the Candor of his 
Heart, and the Conduct of every Day confirmed 
the public Happineſs in his Adminiſtration. 
The known Worth and Abilities of Czynrso- 
poRUs were alſo Circumſtances highly pleaſing. 
In ſhort, every Thing promiſed a Return of 
happy Days, and a ſhort Time made good the 
Expectation, in the Reftoration of the Friends 
of Athens to the Favours of the Macedonian Court, 
and the Diſmiſſion of the infamous Puocyox 
from the Countenance of Government. 


The People now met again, and faw, with 
Joy, the Benignity of DemeTriuUs in his firſt 
Oration ; where, inſtead of low Schemes againſt 
their Privileges and their Treafure, all was 
generons and public ſpirited, and the nobleſt 
Plan of Proceeding laid before them that the 
warmeſt Athenian could deſire. The Effect was 
anſwerable ; public Credit began to revive; the 
national Wealth was again the uncontroverted 
Property of thoſe who raiſed it, and flowed, at 
their Appointment, through a Variety of Chan- 


nels for their Uſe. The Friends of the Coun- 


try reſumed a Chearfulneſs they had long been 
Strangers to; and, under the Nicety of Dsz- 
M8TRIUS'S impartial Conduct, found themſelves 


* 


Heart felt Joy which reſults from Honeſty, 
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at Liberty to exert their conſtitutional Strength 


in the private Buſineſs of the Prytaneum, where 
Demapes found how ineffectual his Years of 


Iniquity had proved againſt the Force of a vir. 


tuous Cauſe. 


Pnocvox, who was ſhaken off by him with 
the greateſt Eaſe, had now no Hope, but from 
ſowing a Diſunion among thoſe whom he could 
not conquer : A Stratagem he had often try'q 
in vain, and now induftrionſly repeated. In- 
ſinuations that the People were betray'd, were 
carefully propagated, and Propoſitions openly 
made in the Prytaneum, for abridging the King's 
Rights, by thoſe who had been loud againſt 
the Liberties of the Country; theſe were in- 
tended to deceive the Vulgar with the Similarity 
of Sounds, and make them ſuſpect their Pro- 
tectors of Inconſiſtency from their refuſing to 
run into theſe Extremities. But the Deſign was 
ſeen through, and fell with all the reſt; the 
People had now a Demonſtration of Characters 
and Views, which they could never forget; a 
Spirit was raiſed that Athens never knew before; 
and every Man faw his Rights, and the Neceſſity 
of preſerving the Spirit which had ſupported 
them, with a Clearneſs that could not be de- 
ceived. In ſhort, Nic AN oR's Adminiſtration 
had done ſignal Service to the Country, and 
fixed the popular Favour, the only true Source 
of Power in a free State, againſt DeMaDes, 
Procyon, and their Aſſociates for ever. 


Nici As, at this Period, ſeems to have arrived 
at the Height of human Felicity. He poſſeſſed 
a Degree of Glory which no Subject of Atbens, 
or Macedon, ever enjoyed, and with it, the 


and 
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and a Conſciouſheſs of being the Object of his 
Country's daily Praiſe and Bleſlings His Age 
was vigorous, his Friends — and his 
Character compleat. 


From this chearful State of Things Pnocv- 
on's dark Thoughts led him to ſeek for Relief 
in the ſelfiſh Pleaſures of Privacy ; he was ever 
encompaſſed with a Crowd of his Creatures, 
who put forth their reſpective Talents to indulge 
his Rancour, and ſooth him with future Views 
of Succeſs. Among theſe the foremoſt was 
Asorus, the Cynic, a Man remarkable for his 
Appetite and Effrontery : He had been expel- 
led the public Schools for Miſdemeanor, and 
finding Means to deceive the unſuſpecting 
Good-nazure of Nicias, fed daily at his Table, 
'till he was detected in betraying what he heard 
there to DRMA DES and PHocyon: With the 
latter he now remained, ſending forth his Viru- 
lence in every Shape, to divert his Chagrin. 
With ſuch Wretches did Puoc vox ſeek for 
Refuge from Reflection, and ſtrive to find, in 
Adulation and Senſuality, that Enjoyment which 
had been deny'd to his Ambition, 
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